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Chandy Abraham 

CEO & Head of Medical Services 

Health City Cayman Islands 

Chandy works to implement the “Health City” vision: to provide ethical, high quality 

specialist medical service in a caring environment which is easily accessible to the people of 

Cayman, the Caribbean and beyond. Prior to this position, he was the Facility Director(CEO) 

of  Narayana Hrudayalaya, a large cardiac hospital based at Bangalore. He completed his 

undergraduate medical and postgraduate studies in General Surgery from the prestigious 

Christian Medical College. 

 

Vikash Agrawal 

Treasurer 

Rural Health Care Foundation 

Vikrash is a chartered accountant by training. At Rural Health Care Foundation he has been 

of a Trustee, fund-provider, fund-raiser and spreads awareness about the foundation to the 

corporate world. 

 

n/a 

Samantha Akins 

Director of Institutional Relations 

Grameen Foundation 

Samantha is responsible for partnership and program design for the Grameen Foundation.  

She works closely with the program and regional teams to identify new partnership 

opportunities and to design programs that are aligned with GF's overarching goals and 

mission.  

 

Ross Allen 

Vice President 

Medtronic 

Ross is a member of the Business Integration office, with primary responsibility for Value 

Capture. Ross has been a General Manager, CFO and Vice President of Finance for several 

Medtronic divisions. In those roles, his responsibilities included optimizing resource 

allocation; managing strong financial performance; and ensuring financial compliance and 

control. Ross began his career with Medtronic in 1991. 

 

Rakesh Apte 

Investment Director 

Global Innovation Fund 

Rakesh has a decade of experience in private sector finance and impact investing.  Most 

recently, he helped manage the investing activities of the early-stage fund at Eleos, a 

pioneering impact investing firm. Rakesh holds an MBA from UC-Berkeley’s Haas School of 

Business. 

 

Anubhav Arora  

Chief Service Officer  

Noora Health 

Anubhav manages end-to-end operations for Noora Health in India, including 

implementation and roll-out of the program across 21 Narayana hospitals, one of the largest 

cardiac hospitals in the world. He is also a fellow in the Startup Leadership Program and a 

DLabs Entrepreneur. 
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Kellie Auman 

Project Associate 

Innovations in Healthcare 

Kellie divides her efforts among innovator engagement and communication projects. She 

works directly with innovators on specific ventures in addition to the Innovations in 

Healthcare network communication outreach. She also lends her talents to large event 

planning. She has a bachelor’s degree in design from East Carolina University.  

 

David Aylward 

President 

COMCARE 

David provides strategic guidance to organizations and initiatives that seek to improve the 

wellbeing of disadvantaged people. Until August 2015 he was Senior Advisor, Global Health 

and Technology, at Ashoka where he helped lead initiatives to increase wellness/vitality. He 

continues to be a Senior Advisor to Ashoka’s Health for All and is the Executive Strategist of 

the new iThrive Initiative. He is also a Senior Advisor to Community Health Center Inc. 

 

Diana Ayton-Shenker 

CEO 

Global Momenta 

Diana is a founding CEO of Global Momenta, a philanthropy & social impact strategy firm. 

She teaches Social Entrepreneurship at the Milano School of Management at The New 

School University, and directs the Kick NYC Entrepreneurship training accelerator. She is the 

author of three books including "A Global Agenda: Current Issues before the U.N. General 

Assembly." 

 

Deborah Bae 

Senior Program Officer 

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 

Deborah is interested in discovering and exploring innovative ideas, novel approaches, and 

new ways of thinking to tackle long-standing health problems. Deborah’s projects include 

taking effective models globally and applying them to the U.S.; research in social psychology 

and behavioral economics applied to health; and the role of design in improving health and 

wellbeing. Deborah has previously worked on insurance coverage-related issues at the 

Foundation, including implementation of the Affordable Care Act. 

 

Beth Bafford 

Director, Investments 

Calvert Foundation 

Beth is a director of investments at Calvert Foundation, a non-profit financial intermediary, 

where she focuses on strategy and capital deployment primarily in the areas of place-based 

community development and global health. She received her MBA from Duke University.   

 

Zubaida Bai  

Founder and CEO  

Ayzh 

Zubaida is an expert and a leader in the field of engineering design for low-cost health 

products customized for the developing world. Her work at the bottom of the pyramid 

demonstrates her passion for empowering underserved women, and led her to be selected 

as the TED India fellow for 2009. 
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Sivaram Bandhakavi  

Director of the Board  

SughaVazvhu Healthcare 

Sivaram is the President and CEO of IKP Trust and is a Director on the Board of 

SughaVazhvu Healthcare. As Director of SughaVazhvu, he has the overall responsibility for 

its strategy and impact. 

 

Andrea Bare 

Senior Advisor, Market Dynamics 

William Davidson Institute, University of Michigan 

Prior to joining WDI, Andrea consulted in pharmaceutical / biotechnology product 

development and commercialization for over 15 years. She has an MBA from the Ross 

School of Business at the University of Michigan. WDI is an independent, nonprofit research 

organization focused on providing private sector solutions in emerging markets.   

 

Steve Barsh  

Chief Innovation Officer 

Dreamit 

Steve has over 30 years of experience launching, leading and building multi-national 

companies and has extensive experience working with entrepreneurs, scientists and 

physicians on rapid identification and de-risking of critical make-or-break assumptions and 

guiding companies in their early stage venture rounds. Steve taught at the Wharton School 

of Business at the University of Pennsylvania. 

 

Richard Bartlett 

Senior Manager 

McKinsey & Company 

Richard is a member of the global health systems and services practice at McKinsey & 

Company. He has experience working with clients in the UK and globally on a broad range of 

topics including integrated care, provider reform and innovation in healthcare. Richard was 

the first Deputy Director in 2011 of Innovations in Healthcare. 

 

Dheeraj Batra  

VP Business Development  

Arogya Finance 

Dheeraj helps to establish partnerships with hospitals, major healthcare industry players 

and other innovators. He also looks after fundraising and plays a role in evaluating and 

testing new go-to-market approaches. 

 

Arnaud Bernaert 

Senior Director Global Health and Healthcare 

World Economic Forum 

Prior to joining the World Economic Forum Arnaud was Senior Vice President at Royal Philips 

in charge of Global Strategy, Business Development, and M&A for Philips Healthcare, the 

$13B in sales unit of Royal Philips based in Boston.  Arnaud has accumulated more than 20 

years of experience in the healthcare industry.  He also serves as a Board member of 

Innovations in Healthcare. 
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Rob Beyer 

Executive Chairman 

Villgro Kenya 

Rob leads a team of young and dynamic Kenyans in replicating the successful Villgro 

Innovations Foundation incubation model of India. In Kenya, Villgro is focusing its efforts on 

impact investing for local entrepreneurs and innovators in the health and life sciences 

space.   

 

Thomas Bollyky 

Senior Fellow for Global Health, Economics, and Development 

Council on Foreign Relations 

Thomas is the senior fellow for global health, economics, and development at the Council on 

Foreign Relations (CFR). He is also an adjunct professor of law at Georgetown University. 

Prior to coming to CFR, he was a fellow at the Center for Global Development and director of 

intellectual property and pharmaceutical policy at the Office of the U.S. Trade 

Representative. Thomas received his JD at Stanford Law School. 

 

n/a 

Roma Bose 

Vice President, Partnerships 

WISH Foundation 

Roma has nearly twenty years of frontline fundraising experience and extensive knowledge 

in organizing and managing fundraising campaigns and setting up new organizations. The 

WISH Foundation is a non-profit, charitable organization focused on building an equitable, 

innovation-led and technology-supported ecosystem that puts quality healthcare within easy 

reach of the remote, underserved populations.  

 

Lisa Bourget 

Director, Strategy and Partnership Development  

Duke Health 

Lisa is responsible for international strategic planning and business development, as well as 

the coordination and implementation of global programs in advisory services, health care 

delivery, education and training, and research. 

 

Ned Burns 

Global Health Business Development Associate 

RTI International 

 

David Cerino 

CEO 

WiserCare 

David is responsible for growing WiserCare. He comes to the company from Zynx Health, 

where he was the executive vice president and chief operating officer, with a focus on 

revenue and commercial operations. Prior to Zynx, he served as General Manager for the 

Health Solutions Group at Microsoft Corporation. David holds an MBA from Florida Atlantic 

University. 
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Liz Chamberlain 

Impact Manager 

Lwala Community Alliance 

Liz examines both programmatic and financial data to evaluate the impact Lwala 

Community Alliance’s programs and services within the Lwala hospital and broader 

community. She holds an M.A. in international development and international economics 

from Johns Hopkins University. 

 

K. Chandrasekhar (KC) 

CEO & Executive Board Member 

Forus Health  

KC has a successful track record of over 26 years in handling Business Development, 

Business Strategy, Operations Management, Partnership Management & Sales 

Management portfolios. 

 

Santanu Chattopadhyay 

Founder & CEO 

NationWide Primary Healthcare Services Pvt. Ltd. 

Santanu founded NationWide, a chain of Family Doctor clinics in 2010 and scaled it up to 

30+ clinics across India in less than 3 years. Healthcare Executive listed Santanu as one of 

the top-25 Healthcare Influencers in India in 2015. He is responsible for overall strategy, 

leadership and fundraising in NationWide. He holds a Masters Degree in Internal Medicine 

from PGIMER, Chandigarh. 

 

Agnes Cho 

Program Associate 

Global Partnerships 

Agnes joined Global Partnerships in 2014 as a Program Associate. She supports the 

organization’s investment and impact research in its initiatives in the green energy, health 

and rural livelihoods sector. Prior to joining GP, Agnes worked with a social enterprise based 

in India and a Peruvian NGO to develop and expand their work distributing improved cook 

stoves. 

 

Leticia Henriques Cintra 

Operations manager 

CIES Project 

Leticia’s duties include defining project strategy, guaranteeing successful operations 

processes, and managing relationships with investors and other partners. She collects and 

analyzes metrics that help the CIES Project address the healthcare needs of communities, 

and measure the impact of its activities. She has a Masters degree in Marketing from 

Sciences Po, Paris. 
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Cathy Clark 

Director, CASE i3 Initiative on Impact Investing 

CASE at Duke 

Cathy is a professor at the Center for the Advancement of Social Entrepreneurship (CASE) at 

Duke University’s Fuqua School of Business. She founded the CASE i3 Initiative on Impact 

Investing and co-leads the Social Entrepreneurship Accelerator at Duke (SEAD), a USAID-

funded global health accelerator. She is co-author of “The Impact Investor: Lessons in 

Leadership and Strategy for Collaborative Capitalism (2014).” 

 
n/a 

Karen Clune 

Senior Innovation Advisor 

USAID 

Karen works at the Center for Accelerating Innovation and Impact in the Bureau for Global 

Health at USAID. Karen works to identify and develop initiatives, partnerships, and/or 

activities that support innovations in global health, including those with a maternal and child 

health focus. She provides technical assistance to the Saving Lives at Birth Grand 

Challenge. 

 

Andrea Coleman  

Co-Founder and CEO  

Riders for Health 

Since 1990 Andrea has led the development of the award winning social enterprise, Riders 

for Health. In collaboration with Barry Coleman, she has shaped the growth of the 

organisation to a position where it operates in 7 countries across Africa & improves access 

to health care for over 21 million people. 

 

Jenny Cook 

Communications Manager 

Innovations in Healthcare 

Jenny manages all communications activities and event planning for Innovations in 

Healthcare. She has over 20 years of experience in writing, editing, project management 

and research and an MPH from UNC-Chapel Hill.  

 

Logan Couce 

Senior Project Associate 

Innovations in Healthcare 

Logan supports innovators primarily through capacity building and business support. Prior to 

Innovations in Healthcare, he was an early employee at several social sector startups and 

worked as an organizational development and strategy consultant with a variety of 

organizations ranging from for-profit startups to public sector institutions. 

 

Lila Cruikshank 

Director, Business Development 

One Family Health 

Lila is focused on fundraising, partnership development, and strategy. Her background is in 

business and global health. She has worked as a strategy consultant with several global 

health innovators and foundations and spent several years in Mozambique designing social 

marketing programs for Population Services International. Lila received her MBA from Duke 

University. 
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Denis Xavier Cruz 

Founder & CEO 

Clinica SiM 

Denis founded Clinica SiM, a for-profit network of six clinics based in Fortaleza, Brazil, that 

provides over 17,000 health services per month via 120 full time employees, 135 

physicians and 50 dentists. Denis is experienced in the healthcare sector, having worked at 

a general hospital for over seven years before funding Clinica SiM. Denis holds an MBA from 

Stanford. 

 

Claudia da Costa Leite 

Associate Professor 

University of Sao Paulo School of Medicine 

Claudia is the chairman of the Department of Radiology and Oncology and is the co-author 

of 167 original and invited articles, 12 books, and 32 book chapters. She is member of the 

Editorial board of three journals in Brazil. She has trained over 37 neuroradiology fellows 

and supervised over 22 PhD students. 

 

n/a 

Lynne Davidson 

Executive Director 

2020 MicroClinic Initiative 

The 2020 MicroClinic Initiative is a non-profit that seeks to improve health outcomes for 

women and children in low-income countries. Lynne has over 25 years of experience in 

academic administration, political science, and international development. She joined 2020 

MicroClinic Initiative in 2012 after consulting independently with organizations on issues of 

poverty and microfinance. She holds a PhD in Political Science from the University of 

Rochester. 

 

Anna De La Cruz 

Senior Advisor, Linked Foundation 

Linked Foundation 

Anna is an independent consultant, advising the Linked Foundation on its portfolio strategy 

and social impact measures. Her expertise and passion is in evaluating and improving upon 

innovative market solutions to poverty. She brings over ten years of experience evaluating 

international development programs in nonprofit and academic organizations. She received 

a Masters in Public Administration with a focus on International Policy from New York 

University. 

 

Hemal Desai 

Clinical Excellence Programme Lead 

Bupa 

Hemal is an entrepreneur, medical leader and a practicing doctor in Family Medicine. He 

joined Bupa in January 2014 as Associate Medical Director across the Group and now 

heads their clinical excellence program in outpatient and primary care businesses in 

developing markets. He was previously Medical Director in the UK National Health Service 

leading clinical strategy, clinical outcomes and audit, medication management and medical 

revalidation.  
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Richard H. Dougherty 

President 

BasicNeeds (BN) 

Dick has been leading the BN US team in collaboration with BN UK and Innovations in 

Healthcare, on a Robert Wood Johnson Foundation grant to study the adaptation of the 

model to the US. He advises numerous national organizations, has published extensively, 

sits on several boards and received the 2011 Walter Barton Distinguished Fellow Award 

from ACMHA. He received his Ph.D. in Psychology from Boston University. 

 

Mitch Dozier 

Director of Operations and Finance 

Innovations in Healthcare 

Mitch provides leadership for financial management and reporting as well as for human 

resources, governance and other management processes at Innovations in Healthcare. 

Previously, he worked as a management consultant with Andersen Consulting (now 

Accenture) and Premier and as an internal consultant with Duke University Health System.  

He received his MBA from the Fuqua School of Business at Duke University. 

 

Victor Dzau 

President, National Academy of Medicine 

National Academy of Medicine 

Victor is the Vice Chair of the Governing Board of the National Research Council, is the 

Chancellor Emeritus and James B. Duke Professor of Medicine at Duke University and the 

past President and CEO of the Duke University Health System. He chairs the Board of 

Directors at Innovations in Healthcare. 

 

Maggie Ehrenfried 

Development Officer 

LifeNet International 

Maggie earned a Doctor of Physical Therapy degree from Texas Woman’s University. She 

has significant experience teaching and practicing healthcare domestically and 

internationally. Prior to joining LifeNet, she established a local neurological rehabilitation 

program in Denver, Colorado for a large national corporation. 

 

Alie Eleveld  

Founding Member and Country Director  

SWAP 

Alie provides technical support, strategic direction, and leadership to forty employees. She 

also is involved in fundraising, reporting to donors, liaising with the Ministry of Health and 

stakeholders, advocacy, and networking for SWAP. 
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Edith Elliott 

C-Founder and CEO 

Noora Health 

Noora Health is a nonprofit that unleashes the potential of patients and their family 

members by training them with skills to tremendously improve clinical outcomes, provide 

care and save lives. Prior to Noora Health, Edith worked first at The Aspen Institute and then 

at Population Services International focusing on contractible disease prevention efforts. She 

holds an MA in International Policy and Global Health from Stanford University and is an 

Ashoka Fellow. 

 

n/a 

 

David Michael Epstein 

Associate Dean of Research, Director of Centre for Technology & Development,  

Duke-National University of Singapore Medical School  

David is an Associate Dean of Research for Duke-NUS Medical School in Singapore, and a 

faculty member in the Cancer & Stem Cell Biology Program where his research focuses on 

activation of oncogenic alternative splicing networks and targets.  He is also the Director of 

Duke-NUS’ Centre for Technology & Development (CTeD), the aim of which is to advance 

healthcare innovation in Singapore. 

 

Erin Escobar 

Research Manager 

Innovations in Healthcare 

Erin is part of the research and knowledge development team at Innovations in Healthcare. 

She leads research in innovative models of care, including the development evaluation 

metrics. She holds a Master of Public Health degree from the University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill. 

 

Jenny Everett 

Deputy Director 

Aspen Network of Development Entrepreneurs (ANDE) 

In her capacity as Deputy Director, Jenny has overseen the launch of Regional Chapters in 

Brazil, Central America/Mexico, East Africa, India, South Africa and West Africa and currently 

manages ANDE’s international team. She has close to twenty years xperience in the private 

and non-profit sectors. She has an MBA from the NYU Stern School of Business. 

 

Humaira Faiz 

Associate Director 

Arabella Advisors 

Humaira works in the Impact Investing practice at Arabella Advisors helping foundations, 

family offices, and high net worth individuals develop and execute their impact investing 

strategy. She has worked closely with Innovations in Healthcare and the Pfizer Foundation 

and sees tremendous opportunities to partner for other clients interested in healthcare. 
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Robyn Fehrman 

Director of Programs, 

CASE at Duke 

Robyn manages the Social Entrepreneurship Accelerator at Duke (SEAD) and supports 

overall CASE strategy and operations.  Through SEAD, CASE partners with global health 

organizations, Duke researchers, faculty, and students, USAID and others to build the 

capacity of global health enterprises to increase their effectiveness, sustainability, and scale 

of impact. Prior to joining CASE, Robyn had a 15-year career in nonprofit leadership & 

philanthropy. She holds an MPA from UNC- Chapel Hill.   

 

Pablo Felgaer 

CTO & Co-Founder 

AccuHealth 

Pablo is in charge of all AccuHealth's Data Mining and Predictive proprietary tools. He runs a 

team of ten Knowledge Management and Software Engineers in two countries. He has 

worked with numerous private companies, public agencies, and non-governmental 

organizations. He is the author of papers and book chapters and is co-author of the book 

“Data Mining based on Intelligent Systems.” 

n/a 

 

Jennifer Fluder 

Innovation and Partnership Advisor 

USAID 

Jennifer works for the Global Health Bureau's Center for Accelerating Innovation and Impact 

at USAID. 

 

Emily Fogelberg 

Senior Manager 

Medtronic 

Emily leads a global health team at Medtronic developing a new model of care for 

hypertension management in Ghana. She is a former Medtronic Global Innovation Fellow in 

South Africa (2014) and previously worked with Think Impact in Rwanda. She holds an MBA 

from the University of Virginia. 

 

Erica Frenkel 

Chief Operating Officer 

Gradian Health Systems 

Erica oversees Gradian’s internal and external growth strategy and leads their advocacy 

efforts around the world. Prior to Gradian, Erica worked for nearly a decade on global health 

initiatives in both the public and private sectors. As advisor to Merck and the Wellcome 

Trust, Erica provided strategic recommendations for their public-private partnership to 

increase access to vaccines in the developing world. She holds an MPA in Development 

Studies from Princeton.  
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Miguel Garza 

CFO 

Clinicas del Azucar 

Garza has an MBA from the University of Pennsylvania and over eight years of experience in 

business strategy, strategic planning, retail and go-to-market strategies.  Prior to Clinicas del 

Azucar, he was an Associate at Booz & Company, Eli Lilly and Company and Heineken 

Mexico. 

 

Abhinav Girdhar  

Co-founder and CEO  

Bodhi Health Education 

Abhinav is an entrepreneur at heart. His entrepreneurial endeavours began when he was 

helping the Playsportz team set up their startup aimed at creating a sustainable sports 

ecosystem in India. Abhinav is the recipient of NUS Student Achievement Award & the King 

of Thailand Award at Bangkok Business Challenge. 

 

Donald Goldmann 

Chief Medical & Scientific Officer 

Institute for Healthcare Improvement 

Don works both internally and externally to deepen IHI’s profile, credibility, and influence in 

health care and health promotion. An essential part of his work is to harvest expertise, 

knowledge, and innovation from the field while forging relationships with key allies, partners, 

professional and academic societies, and membership organizations to further IHI’s 

strategic aims and reach. 

 

Danielle Goldschneider 

Global Accounts and Partnerships Manager 

Sproxil, Inc. 

Danielle leads international business development and sales work for the U.S. office. She 

also evaluates new potential countries for Sproxil’s expansion across Africa and Asia, 

including the financing, initial setup, and sales strategy. Previous to working with Sproxil, 

Danielle was an independent consultant where she provided marketing, social media, and 

account management support to startups across the United States and India. 

 

 

Lane Goodman 

Senior Communications Associate 

Center for Health Market Innovations at Results for Development Institute 

Lane manages the CHMI blog and media channels, helps publish knowledge products, and 

organize events. Prior to joining R4D, Lane served as a Public Health Educator in Guinea 

with the Peace Corps, where he worked in malaria prevention and reproductive health 

education.  
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Krishnamurthy (Gopi) Gopalakrishnan 

President 

World Health Partners  

Gopi has over 25 years of experience in implementing large-scale service-delivery programs 

in low-resource settings of India and in African countries. His work specializes in using 

existing resources to address health care needs. In 2013, Gopi won the Skoll Global Award 

for Social Entrepreneurship and the WEF-linked Schwab award. In 2015, he won the Asian 

Award for Entrepreneurship and was selected as an Ashoka Fellow. He holds a Masters 

degree from the prestigious Birla Institute of Technology and Science, India. 

 

Jonathan Govender 

Head of Healthcare Research and Innovation  

Bupa 

As Head of Healthcare Research and Innovation for Bupa, Jon seeks out, explores and 

develops new models of healthcare for Bupa’s International Development Markets. Born in 

South Africa, Jon has a passion for tackling unmet social needs through new business 

models and great design. Current priorities include mobile distribution, digital models of 

care and the potential of the mass-market customer segment. 

 

Jesse Grainger  

Director of Strategy and Partnerships  

Agora Partnerships  

Jesse leads partnership building, fundraising efforts, and is a member of the entrepreneur 

recruitment team. Before joining Agora, Jesse worked on a range of international 

development projects in East Africa and in a small-business development project called 

Africa B2B that distributed low-interest loans to companies in Uganda. 

 

Jennifer Gregoire 

Sr. Director, Global Communications 

Medtronic 

Jennifer is responsible for the marketing and communication of Medtronic’s work in global 

health, philanthropy and corporate sustainability. Known as an expert in building mission 

driven brands and developing global communications strategy, Jennifer brings more than 18 

years of experience in branding, strategic partnerships, advocacy, government relations, 

media relations, digital communications and philanthropy to her role. 

 

Peter Gross 

Marketing Director 

MicroEnsure 

Peter is currently responsible for MicroEnsure’s global marketing, engagement, product 

development and innovation efforts. Previously, as Regional Director in Africa, Peter and his 

team grew the company’s footprint from 4 to 10 African markets, customers from 2 to 6 

million, and doubled month-on-month revenue in two years. Peter started his career with 

MicroEnsure as Country Manager in Ghana in 2010. He holds degrees from Oxford 

University, Emory University, and Davidson College.   
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Daniel Grossman 

Senior Director, Global Health 

Medtronic 

Daniel leads Global Health at Medtronic with a goal of developing new businesses (products 

and services) that address the unmet healthcare needs for underserved patients in 

emerging markets.  He is an Emergency Physician and currently practices at Mayo Clinic, 

Rochester, Minnesota, USA. Daniel has worked clinically internationally and helped to 

develop healthcare systems in other countries. 

 

Safia Gulamani 

Associate, Impact Investing 

Arabella Advisors 

Safia works with a range of institutional, family, and corporate clients to provide education 

on impact investing, source and structure deals, and conduct due diligence. She also 

supports her team by managing a variety of other internal and external projects. Prior to 

joining to Arabella, Safia worked in various impact investing roles. She holds an MPA from 

New York University. 

 

Kamna Gupta 

Director, Corporate Strategy 

Pfizer 

Kamna supports corporate wide initiatives. Her prior experience includes Corporate 

Development, Healthcare M&A Investment Banking, and Strategy Consulting. Kamna holds 

an MBA from NYU. 

 

Sam Gwer 

Pediatric Research Lead & Group Coordinator 

Afya Research 

Since 2004, Sam has been involved in clinical research on childhood acute coma with 

particular interests in aetiology, risk factors for poor outcome, interventions to improve 

outcome and simple tools for brain monitoring in sub-Saharan Africa. He has published 

more than 25 peer reviewed papers. 

 

Rebecca Hamel 

Principal 

Georgetown Resource Development 

Rebecca is the Managing Director of Georgetown Resource Mobilization. She brings a 

background in strategic live entertainment marketing with Feld Entertainment to developing 

and implementing strategic outreach, events-based fundraising, and private sector 

engagement, to raise funding and visibility for non-profits and non-governmental 

organizations involved in health systems strengthening. 
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n/a 

Allen Hammond 

Director 

Health for All, Ashoka 

Allen heads Ashoka's global health team, which works with some 600+ leading social 

entrepreneurs in health related areas around the world. Ashoka is co-creating with 

entrepreneurs a new, person-centric vitalness ecosystem that combines illness care, 

wellness care, and behavior change interventions that aim to enable everyone to take 

charge of their own health and to live at the peak of their capacity. 

 

Jessica Harris 

Team Coordinator, Operations 

Innovations in Healthcare 

Jessica assists the Innovations in Healthcare team with day-to-day logistics and manages 

the schedules of the Executive and Deputy Directors. Jessica has experience in event 

planning and professional management and training.  She has a BA from UNC-Chapel Hill in 

political science. 

 

Asher Hasan  

Founder and CEO 

Naya Jeevan 

Asher is the Founder and Chief Executive Officer of NAYA JEEVAN (‘new life’ in Urdu/Hindi). 

Asher joined the World Economic Forum’s Global Agenda Council on Social Innovation in 

2012. He is a 2011 World Economic Forum/Schwab Foundation Asian Social Entrepreneur 

of the Year. 

 

Nicolaus Henke 

Global leader of McKinsey Analytics 

McKinsey & Company 

Nicolaus works with leading healthcare organizations to transform healthcare. He advises 

major global institutions on evidence-basing and democratizing decision-making. He is also 

a leader in McKinsey's Global Healthcare Systems & Services Practice, which he chaired for 

the last decade.  He also serves as a Board member of Innovations in Healthcare. 

 

Ashley Humienny 

Sr. Consultant 

Cardinal Health 

Ashley is a member of the Medical Segment Strategy & Business Development team for 

Cardinal Health. She works as an internal consultant, supporting various Cardinal business 

units with strategic planning, market research, process improvement, and business 

development. She holds an MBA from Duke. 

 

Omar Ishrak 

Chairman & Chief Executive Officer 

Medtronic 

Omar has served as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Medtronic since June 2011. 

Omar joined Medtronic from General Electric Company, where he spent 16 years, most 

recently as President and CEO of GE Healthcare Systems, a $12 billion division of GE 

Healthcare, with a broad portfolio of diagnostic, imaging, patient monitoring and life support 

systems. He holds a PhD in Electrical Engineering from the University of London, King's 

College.    
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Zulfi Jafri 

Board Member 

Naya Jeevan 

Zulfi currently manages diversified companies in health care and hospitality and is an active 

board member of Naya Jeevan, a social enterprise providing health services and insurance 

to many people in Pakistan. 

 

Grace Kamero 

Director, Operations 

Livewell Clinics 

Grace oversees the ongoing business operations within the Livewell Ltd.  She is actively 

involved in all programs and services and identifies opportunities for Livewell Ltd to leverage 

cross-program strengths to take advantage of new opportunities and address organizational 

challenges. 

 

Vinesh Kapil 

Program Analyst, Saving Lives at Birth 

USAID 

Vinesh co-manages his organization’s diverse portfolio, and leads the execution of the 

annual high-level forum, the DevelopmentXChange. Vinesh attended Duke University, where 

he studied International Comparative Studies, and Global Health. 

n/a 

Shelby Kemper 

Co-founder and Board of Directors Chairman  

CU Peru 

Shelby holds a PharmD and is a current MPH student at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 

Public Health. She is the co-founder and Chairman of Board of Directors for CU Peru. 

 

Roberto Kikawa 

President and Founder 

CIES Project 

 

Joyce Kingori 

Country Program Manager, Kenya and South Sudan 

BasicNeeds Kenya  

Joyce has over 30 years of experience in planning, resource mobilization, partnership 

identification and engagement. She has developed and managed projects in gender and 

reproductive health, neglected tropical diseases and neuro-psychiatric disorders. She holds 

an MSc in Public Health, from Kenyatta University in Nairobi.   

 

Justin K Koester 

Senior Specialist, International Relations 

Medtronic 

Justin manages relationships with governments in emerging markets. 
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Kelly Lacob 

Masters Candidate 

Center for Bioengineering Innovation and Design 

Kelly is currently a master’s candidate at the Center for Bioengineering Innovation and 

Design at Johns Hopkins, where she has incubated two healthcare products. One is a low-

cost, targeted monitoring technology to aid in the detection and prevention of pressure 

ulcers in hospitalized patients, and the other is a mobile platform that supports technicians, 

engineers, and clinicians in the diagnosis and repair of biomedical equipment problems in 

low-resource settings. 

 

Deborah Lafer Scher 

Operating Partner 

Fitzroy Health 

Fitzroy Health LLC is a private equity firm that partners with large health systems to generate 

new revenue streams through the commercialization of their innovative assets that improve 

the access, quality, and affordability of health care. Deborah builds relationships with large 

health systems, conducts assessments to identify distinctive capabilities that could be 

turned into for-profit businesses and provides strategic and operating guidance to the new 

operating companies in the Fitzroy Health portfolio. 

 

Chemu Lang'at 

Prin Biomedical Engineer 

Medtronic, Global Health Initiatives 

Growing up in Kenya gave Chemu perspective on the health care limitations that developing 

countries encounter. Chemu is currently on the core team of one of Medtronic's Global 

Health Initiatives preparing to pilot a novel hypertension management model of care in 

Ghana.  Chemu holds a Masters in Biomedical Engineering. 

 

Heather Langerman 

Senior Consultant, Corporate Strategy 

Cardinal Health 

Heather is responsible for developing and executing a number of enterprise strategies for 

areas such as Payers and Enterprise Analytics. Heather graduated from Duke's Fuqua 

School of Business in 2015 with a Health Sector Management certificate. While at Duke, 

she served as an intern for Innovations in Healthcare.  

 

Moka Lantum  

Co-founder and Managing Partner  

MicroClinic Technologies 

Moka holds a Doctor of Medicine (University of Yaoundé, Cameroon); a doctorate in 

Pharmacology (University of Rochester, Rochester, NY); and a Masters in Health Care 

Management, Harvard School of Public Health. 
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Connor Larkin 

Business Development 

Forus Health 

Connor leads North and South American business development for Forus, overseeing all 

marketing and sales activities. Previously, Connor was based in India for Forus for nearly 

three years, leading development of a pan-India telemedicine screening network and 

handling several large contracts with the Chinese government. Connor graduated from 

Wesleyan University with honors in 2012. 

 

Catey Laube 

Technical Advisor 

Jhpiego 

Catey currently manages HIV prevention programs in East and Southern Africa. Prior to 

joining Jhpiego, Catey provided technical support to the U.S. President's Emergency Plan for 

AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) through positions at the Office of the U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator and 

Health Diplomacy in the U.S. Department of State, as well as the U.S. Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC). 

 

Jaime Lee 

Engagement Manager 

McKinsey & Company 

Jaime specializes in health systems strategy and innovation. Previously a plastics surgeon 

with an MPH from Johns Hopkins University, she has worked in the U.S., the Middle East, 

Australia and Asia. Jaime has a particular interest in digital health interventions and 

developed the mERA (mHealth Evidence Reporting and Assessment) tool, which will be 

published in the BMJ. 

 

Nicole Leeds 

Senior Emerging Markets Development Specialist 

Medtronic 

Nicole focuses on investment in health infrastructure and global health access in emerging 

and frontier markets. Prior to Medtronic, Nicole worked for the Clinton Health Access 

Initiative as a Program Coordinator for the Rwandan Ministry of Health’s Human Resources 

for Health Program in Kigali, Rwanda. She previously worked for The Bridgespan Group and 

the US Department of State. 

 

Andrea Liebmann-Vinson 

Senior Director, Global Health 

BD 

Andrea is an R&D Leader for the development of in vitro diagnostics, including diagnostics 

for low resource settings. She has a PhD in physics. 
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Alyson Lipsky 

Health Governance Specialist 

RTI International 

Alyson provides technical assistance to the USAID-funded Health Policy Plus project in the 

areas of capacity building for health governance, in particular family planning and HIV and 

AIDS. Alyson focuses on issues around government stewardship of the health sector, 

accountability, partnerships, political economy analysis, and multi-sectoral approaches to 

health. She has a master's degree in public health from The George Washington University. 

 

Ricardo Londono Ruiz 

CTO 

Clinicas del Azucar 

Ricardo joined the Clinicas del Azucar Team in December 2012 with the mission to create 

and develop the Clinicas’ technology strategy. Prior to this, he worked for UNE EPM 

Telecommunications in Colombia as co-leader of a project aimed to introduce the WIMAX 

technology access to Colombian market among other projects, like leading the technical 

support team of the Company VoIP services. He studied Systems Engineering at the 

University of Antioquia, Colombia. 

 

Katie Lootens 

Program Manager, Health 

Corporate Council on Africa 

Katie represents the Corporate Council on Africa, a nonprofit, membership-based 

organization established in 1993 to promote business and investment between the United 

States and the nations of Africa. She manages the health programs: connecting companies 

and NGOs to African and US government, and providing a forum for discussion on health 

issues relevant to the private sector. 

 

Arturo Lopez-Monsalvo 

Chief Medical Officer 

COFAS Hospitals 

Arturo, together with the management team of COFAS, certified the first private hospital in 

the State of Mexico for outsourcing medical services to Seguro Popular. He graduated from 

Anahuac University School of Medicine in 2005. 

 

Javier Lozano 

CEO 

Clinicas del Azucar 

Javier works to retain the technical, human and financial resources to accomplish the vision 

of Clinicas del Azucar. Born and raised in Mexico, he received his BS in Engineering Physics 

from the Monterrey Institute of Technology. After graduation, Javier worked for Verzatec and 

A.T. Kearney. He holds an MBA from the MIT Sloan School of Management. 
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Andres Marquez-Lara 

Founder & Passion Catalyst 

Promethean Community LLC 

Andres has facilitated over 100 workshops with thousands of people in communities, 

universities, government, non-profits and businesses. He is a Senior Fellow at the George 

Washington University Center for Excellence in Public Leadership. He has a graduate degree 

in Clinical Community Psychology from la Universidad Católica Andres Bello. 

n/a 

 

Dia Martin 

Director 

OPIC 

Dia is an Investment Officer at OPIC.  OPIC is the U.S. Government’s development finance 

institution. It mobilizes private capital to help address critical development challenges and 

in doing so, advances U.S. foreign policy and national security priorities. 

 

Abner Mason 

Founder and CEO 

ConsejoSano 

Abner’s goal is to provide affordable, high-quality, confidential and convenient health 

services to US Spanish speakers regardless of insurance, full or part-time employment, or 

citizenship status. He is also Founder and CEO of the Workplace Wellness Council of Mexico, 

a leading corporate wellness company in Mexico with over 100 clients including 40 multi-

nationals. Abner was appointed by President George W. Bush to the Presidential Advisory 

Council on HIV/AIDS in 2001. 

 

n/a 

 

Emily Mason  

Program Analyst  

USAID  

Emily comes to USAID with global health and private sector experience.  Prior to USAID, she 

worked in Global Collateral Services Marketing and Alternative and Broker-Dealer Services 

Marketing at BNY Mellon. Emily also served as a health educator for Support for 

International Change in Arusha and Babati, Tanzania. She also worked at Save the Children 

in the Corporate Partnerships division of the Resource Development department.  

 

Claire Meriwether 

Program Intern 

Innovations in Healthcare 

Claire works on projects and events related to network engagement, communications and 

outreach, and knowledge and research at Innovations in Healthcare. In 2015, she received 

a BA in Global Health and International Comparative Studies from Duke University, where 

she was an AB Duke Scholar. 

 

Michael Merson 

Duke University 

Michael is the founding director of the Duke Global Health Institute, Vice President and Vice 

Provost for the Office of Global Affairs, and Vice Chancellor for Duke-National University of 

Singapore Affairs at Duke University. He serves on the Board of Directors for Innovations in 

Healthcare. 
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Ben Midberry 

Assistant Vice President 

Deutsche Bank, Global Social Finance 

Ben is an investment officer leading healthcare lending for Deutsche Bank's Global Social 

Finance Group, which has been lending to social enterprises around the world since 1997.  

Deutsche Bank is one of the most active investors to companies in the Innovations in 

Healthcare network and continues to develop new lending relationships with healthcare 

companies through its recently launched $50 million venture debt fund for social 

enterprises.   

n/a 

 

David Milestone 

Sr. Advisor 

USAID, Center for Accelerating Innovation and Impact 

David leads the Market Access team in the development and implementation of market-

based strategies to accelerate the adoption of priority health solutions. Prior to joining 

USAID, David held various strategic marketing roles at Stryker, including innovation and 

strategy initiatives in India. 

 

Monique Mrazek 

Senior Investment Officer 

World Bank Group/IFC Venture Capital 

Monique is a Senior Investment Officer in IFC’s Venture Capital team with 20 years of 

experience in the health sector. She co-leads IFC’s healthcare venture practice. Previously, 

Monique worked globally in IFC’s mainstream healthcare investment operations overseeing 

$235 million in debt and equity commitments. She has experience working in Asia, Latin 

America, Middle East, Eastern Europe and Africa. 

 

Megan White Mukuria  

Founder and CEO 

ZanaAfrica Group 

Megan brings extensive experience in social enterprise, planning and fundraising for non-

profits and development, and strategy for businesses in Kenya for nearly 10 years. For her 

work starting ZanaAfrica, Megan was featured in Fast Company’s League of Extraordinary 

Women in July-August 2012. 

 

Yazan Mustafa 

Healthcare Investments 

The Abraaj Group 

Yazan joined the Healthcare team in 2014 in the Dubai office, where he supports the 

investor due diligence process, investment due diligence, deal structuring and execution, 

and fund collateral and reporting. He was part of the team that recently closed the 

Healthcare Fund's first investment in CARE Hospitals in India. Yazan joined Abraaj in 2013 

as part of the Global Analyst Program. 
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Eva Mwai  

Regional Director - East Africa  

North Star Alliance 

Eva’s duties include strategic planning, program management, managing staff, budgeting, 

formation of strategic alliances and resource mobilization. She received her diploma in 

generic social work at the Kenya Institute of Management and is currently in development 

studies at Catholic University of East Africa. 

 

Ashwin Naik  

Founder and Director  

Vaatsalya 

Ashwin has been selected as a Young Global Leader (2012) by the World Economic Forum, 

Young Leader by Asia Society Asia21 in 2011, Senior Ashoka Fellow in 2010, Finalist for the 

India Social Entrepreneur of the Year Award 2010 by Schwab Foundation, and TED India 

fellow for 2009 by TED. 

 

Rachel Neill 

Program Officer 

Center for Health Market Innovations (CHMI) 

Rachel is a Program Officer for the Center for Health Market Innovations, which promotes 

the diffusion of health market innovations that have the potential to improve the quality and 

affordability of health care for low-income populations around the world. Rachel manages 

many of CHMI's learning and adaptation initiatives including the CHMI Learning Exchange 

and Learn and Launch. 

 

Anant Nevatia 

President  

Rural Health Care Foundation 

Anant makes all major policy decisions and is personally responsible for the overall 

functioning and expansion of RHCF. Currently he is setting the roadmap for RHCF to 

replicate the model across India and other low-income countries. He is ensuring a transition 

to a large scale, professionally driven organization. 

 

Shreyas Nevatia 

Executive Director 

Rural Health Care Foundation 

Shreyas is the interface between the board of trustees and the team working at RHCF. He is 

transitioning RHCF from a person driven organization to a process driven organization to 

achieve standardization. He is currently focusing on replicating the model across new 

geographies. 

 

Patricia Odero 

East Africa Regional Director 

Innovations in Healthcare 

As lead on the SEAD East Africa Initiative, Patricia is building partnerships in East Africa with 

funders, universities, corporations & SEAD innovators in an effort to ultimately strengthen 

the local ecosystem for innovation. She is an accomplished health professional 

with experience working with a wide range of stakeholders across Kenya. 
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Trufena Ogol  

East Africa Project Associate 

Innovations in Healthcare 

Trufena works with innovators in East Africa to provide capacity building and business 

support and helps manage SEAD East Africa program activities. Trufena has experience in 

the social enterprise space, having worked as a program manager at EcoZoom 

East Africa. 

 

Elizabeth Ohadi 

Health Systems and Finance Specialist, Global Health Division 

RTI International 

Elizabeth specializes in health systems strengthening and health financing in lower and 

middle-income countries.  Her organization seeks out innovative approaches to complex and 

longstanding problems in the health sector.  

 

Anna Oleksiak 

Managing Director 

Total Impact Capital 

With her background in investment banking and private equity, Anna focuses on deal and 

financial structuring within the agriculture, healthcare, and education sectors. Anna also 

performs preliminary due diligence and recommends prospective pipeline investments to 

partners and clients. She manages the full investment process from sourcing and due 

diligence to closing.  

 

Zack Oloo  

CEO  

Changamka 

Zack’s previous experience includes serving as a General Manager of Employee Benefit 

Trustees, deputy to the Executive Director at Barclays Trust Investment Services Ltd, and 

General Manager of Loita Asset Management. He also established the Newday Advisory 

Group, which he ran until 2009. 

 

Gael O'Sullivan 

Principal Associate 

Abt Associates 

Gael leads the social and behavior change communication technical segment for Abt 

Associates' International Health Division.  Gael has 30 years of experience in social 

marketing focused on designing public-private partnerships to improve health outcomes in 

developing countries. 

 

 

Niti Pall 

Medical Director 

Bupa 

Niti leads the medical and innovation agendas for Bupa's International Development 

Markets division.  She is a visionary senior clinical leader, who combines leading edge 

developmental roles with a passion for the delivery of top quality primary care to 

disadvantaged communities. Niti works as a doctor in a thriving inner city practice. She was 

a trustee of Diabetes UK for 7 years and is now on the board of the International Diabetes 

Federation. 
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Karthikeya Parameswaran 

Strategy and Operations 

Novartis Foundation 

Karthikeya is the Strategic Assistant to the Head of the Novartis Foundation, Dr. Ann Aerts. 

Prior to joining the Foundation, he worked in Operations, Innovation and Productivity for 

Novartis Global Oncology. He has a Masters degree in Electrical and Computer Engineering 

from Rutgers University. 

 

Nick Pearson  

Executive Director 

Jacaranda Health 

Nick is Founder and Executive Director of Jacaranda Health. Nick has worked at the 

intersection of business and global health in East Africa, Vietnam, and India. Prior to 

founding Jacaranda, he worked in Kenya for the Acumen Fund, providing management 

support to businesses serving the urban poor. 

 

Alex Plum 

Senior Program Coordinator 

The Global Health Initiative at Henry Ford Health System 

Alexander is responsible for facilitating the identification, adaptation, and implementation of 

global approaches to healthcare delivery for use in Detroit with vulnerable and marginalized 

populations. He builds partnerships with Detroit-based community organizations and health 

entities locally, nationally, and globally. He earned his MPH from Emory University's Rollins 

School of Public Health. 

 

Jennifer Potts 

Deputy Director 

Innovations in Healthcare 

Jennifer provides overall strategic and operations leadership to the Innovations in 

Healthcare team. With decades of experience in health, education and finance in the global 

south, she brings solid skills in innovative program evaluation and knowledge use to build 

organizational achievement. She has led numerous projects in evidence-based collaborative 

programming in African, Asian and Latin American countries.  She has an MPH from UNC-

Chapel Hill. 

 

Ben Powell 

Founder and CEO 

Agora Partnerships  

Ben became convinced of the power of small business to transform poor communities in 

Mexico, where he co-founded CityGolf Puebla, a miniature golf course and family recreation 

center. After working as a Presidential Management Fellow at the Office of Management and 

Budget, he left to attend business school and launch Agora Partnerships. 

n/a 

 

Ricardo Ramirez 

Corporate Affairs and Communications Director for Pfizer Mexico 

Pfizer Mexico 

Ricardo is a corporate attorney with substantial in-house legal experience. His specialties 

include health regulation, government liaison, international law, energy, administrative law, 

pharmaceutical industry, public affairs consultancy and international commercial treaties. 
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Olivier Raynaud 

Health Systems Innovation & Strategy 

Management Sciences for Health 

Olivier is the Senior Director for Health Systems Innovation & Strategy at Management 

Sciences for Health (MSH), an international non-profit group dedicated to closing the gap 

between knowledge and action in public health. Olivier’s role is to boost MSH innovation 

strategy, positioning MSH as a leader in the area of scalable, sustainable health systems 

innovations. Olivier is a Medical Doctor (University of Lyon); he also holds an MBA (ESSEC). 

 

Misty Roland 

Team Coordinator, Finances 

Innovations in Healthcare 

Misty supports the Innovations in Healthcare team as Team Coordinator, Finances. Her 

background includes business management, professional development, and team-building 

within non-profits. She has a Bachelor’s degree in Social Work from Mars Hill College. 

 

n/a 

 

Paul Sacks 

Managing Director 

MNS International Ltd.   

Prior to joining MNS, Paul worked at Chase Manhattan Bank, where he helped establish 

their commercial country risk subsidiary. He has carried out assignments for more than 12 

sovereigns mostly in Central and Eastern Europe. He has extensive experience working with 

multi-lateral development agencies such as the World Bank.  

 

Danielle Sackstein 

Health Policy Associate 

NEHI (Network for Excellence in Health Innovation)  

Danielle works to advance NEHI’s research and policy initiatives. Prior to joining NEHI, she 

was a Research Analyst at Partners HealthCare Connected Health, where she supported the 

design and implementation of clinical research studies involving mobile health technologies. 

 

Marla Salmon 

Professor, Nursing and Global Health 

University of Washington 

Marla’s work focuses on investment in health related social enterprise as means for 

strengthening health systems and services, empowering women, providing decent 

employment, and reducing health-related poverty. She is a professor of nursing and global 

health and has worked extensively with governments, member-state organizations, NGO's 

and, more recently, the private sector. 

 

Maggie Savage 

Associate, New Market Opportunities  

Clinton Health Access Initiative 

The New Market Opportunities team functions as an incubator for access and market 

shaping opportunities in areas where CHAI does not yet have a program or that fall outside 

current program scope. Maggie currently leads the team's work scoping replicable service 

delivery models. Maggie holds a Masters in Health Policy, Planning and Financing from the 

London School of Economics and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. 
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Shelley Saxena  

Founder and CEO 

SevaMob 

Shelley has managed several multi-million dollar products for IBM and co-founded a cash-

flow positive mobile technology startup, Saasmob. He has extensive experience including 

product management, R&D, marketing, channels, sales, support and financials. 

 

Laura Schoen 

President, Global Healthcare  

Weber Shandwick 

Laura provides strategic counsel to some of the most visible multinational campaigns and to 

an array of clients.  She also provides direction and counsel to clients in the areas of crisis 

preparedness, corporate positioning and issues management. Her work experience also 

extends to nonprofit groups. She holds a Master's degree in international relations from the 

University of Pennsylvania. 

 

Frederic Seghers 

Manager, New Market Opportunities 

Clinton Health Access Initiative 

Frederic is the manager of CHAI's New Market Opportunities Team, which functions as an 

incubator for global health access or deal opportunities in areas where CHAI does not have 

an access program yet. 

 

Ting Shih 

CEO & Founder 

ClickMedix 

Ting founded ClickMedix, an award-winning enterprise born out of the MIT Media Lab to 

enable health organizations to serve more patients. Prior to founding ClickMedix, she had a 

decade of experience in building technology solutions for US government, pharmaceutical 

and global education organizations. She holds an MBA from the MIT Sloan School of 

Management. 

 

Jenny Sia 

Senior Manager, Corporate Responsibility 

Pfizer Foundation 

Jenny leads global health grant making and impact investing for Pfizer Inc and the Pfizer 

Foundation. Through this, she is responsible for the Pfizer Foundation’s impact investing 

strategy to support health delivery and social innovation, as well as programs to advance 

Women and Children’s Health and NCD prevention in Africa, Asia and Latin America.  Jenny 

received a Masters in Public Policy with a specialization in international economic policy at 

Columbia’s School of International and Public Affairs. 

 

Jhoomer Sinha 

Senior Portfolio  

Acumen 

Jhoomer manages Acumen’s Healthcare portfolio in India. She has completed her MBA from 

the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad. 
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Caroline Slade 

Senior Manager Global Health, Latin America 

BD 

Caroline interfaces with key stakeholders including country governments, health agencies 

and NGOs to understand health priorities and create partnerships and programs that are 

sustainable. Her focus is to continue the efforts to establish appropriate cervical cancer 

screening programs in addition to expanding HIV, TB and Diabetes care solutions in Latin 

America. She has over 20 years of domestic and international sales management, 

marketing and market development experience. 

 

Jana Smith 

Director of Health Services 

Pro Mujer 

Jana has been working in international development for 12 years. At Pro Mujer she is 

responsible for developing Pro Mujer’s global health strategy and spearheading initiatives 

which improve the quality and impact of Pro Mujer’s health programming and services for its 

clients. Jana earned her MPH in Global Health Policy and Management from Columbia 

University.   

 

Laurie Smith 

Marketing and Business Development 

WiserCare 

Laurie leads marketing and business development efforts for WiserCare.  Immediately 

before joining, Laurie served as the Director of Innovation Culture and Communications for 

UCLA’s Institute for Innovation in Health, where she designed and led initiatives aimed at 

elevating the role of innovation within UCLA Health. She holds an MBA from UCLA Anderson 

School of Management. 

 

Whitney Sogol 

Founder 

WMS Wellness Works 

Whitney creates and implements transformative strategies, programs, and relationships to 

improve the vitality of individuals, communities, nations, corporations and society writ large. 

Over the past 10 years, she has worked alongside leaders from the world’s foremost NGOs, 

foundations, and Fortune 200 corporations to develop and implement strategic plans, and 

mutually beneficial and enduring partnerships. 

 

Laura Solia 

Director of Partnerships and Communications 

Last Mile Health 

Last Mile Health is an organization committed to saving lives in the worlds most remote 

communities through the development of sustainable remote health systems. Laura 

previously served as the Head of Global Health at the Clinton Global Initiative, where she 

worked with NGOs, foundations, private companies, and governments to facilitate the 

development of innovative cross-sector partnerships addressing critical global health issues 

and chaired CGI’s Non-Communicable Diseases Action Network. 
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n/a 

 

Kirsten Sonnenberg 

Associate 

MNS International, Ltd.  

Kirsten is responsible for project analysis and preparation of loan applications (and 

supporting documentation) to project lenders such as OPIC, Export Import Bank, Inter-

American Development Bank and the International Finance Corporation. In addition, she 

manages the administrative aspects of MNS’s activities. 

 

Nicholas Sowden  

Co-Founder and Managing Director  

Penda Health 

Nicholas is a seasoned entrepreneur who loves working with great people and in 

organizations with great cultures. In 2012, Nicholas was named the Bid Network Global 

Entrepreneur of the Year.  

 

Jaya Srinivasan 

Associate 

Ennovent 

Jaya focuses on proposal writing and business development. She possesses over five years 

of diverse experience in IT and sales. Prior to Ennovent, she worked with Driptech, a drip 

irrigation startup and the Indian IT company Infosys. She holds an MA in International 

Relations from the University of Sussex, England. 

 

Caroline Stanger 

Director of Clinical Leadership 

Bupa 

Caroline joined Bupa in February 2013 from a long career in the National Health Service.  

She has a clinical background and brings considerable experience of working at both 

national (UK) and regional level, to enhance and develop leadership capability across health 

systems. 

 

Olufemi Sunmonu 

Co-Founder and CEO 

PurpleSource Healthcare 

Femi provides overall strategic and operational responsibility for PurpleSource programs, 

expansion, execution of its mission and leading the transformation of PurpleSource 

Healthcare from its current stage to a more mature organization capable of delivering on its 

long term vision.  He also leads the Quality improvement team at facilities implementing 

clinical process improvement initiatives. He is a medical doctor. 

 

Nancy Swanson 

Executive Director 

Linked Foundation 

The Linked Foundation is a private foundation that invests in market-based solutions that 

improve the health and economic self-reliance of women and their families in Latin America. 

One of Linked’s 2005 founding team members, Nancy’s responsibilities include strategic 

direction and management of the portfolio. Nancy is also the board chair at Eleos 

Foundation that invests in pioneering business solutions to poverty by providing capital and 

technical assistance to social entrepreneurs in the developing world. 
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Wendy Taylor  

Director, Center for Accelerating Innovation and Impact 

USAID 

Joining the Administration in 2010, Wendy created and built the Center; spearheaded 

several Grand Challenges to globally crowd source groundbreaking solutions to tough health 

challenges, including the successful Saving Lives at Birth and Fighting Ebola Grand 

Challenges; and created multiple public-private partnerships. She received a Master of 

Public Policy from the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. 

 

Christine Thorp 

Healthcare Practice Manager, EEMA Region 

McKinsey & Company 

Christine is the Regional Practice Manager for Eastern Europe, Middle East and Africa.  

McKinsey’s Healthcare Systems and Services practices serve major public- and private-

sector organizations worldwide on key issues relating to healthcare reform, performance 

management, strategy, finance, organization and operations.   

n/a 

 

Andrea Thoumi 

Research Associate 

Duke Margolis Center for Health Policy 

Andrea has over six years of experience in international and U.S. health financing, health 

system strengthening, and program evaluation. She has management and consulting 

experience in Peru, Argentina, Brazil, Belize, Japan, Qatar, and India. In her current role, she 

conducts and manages research on payment and delivery reform and international 

accountable care reform. 

 

Elaine Tinsley 

Operations Officer 

World Bank 

Based in the Innovations Lab at the World Bank, Elaine works in the Social Enterprise 

Innovations (SEI) program that aims to improve last mile service delivery through sourcing 

innovations and creating better enabling conditions for social enterprises to scale their 

impact. Elaine manages the development of evidence-based knowledge products on 

innovative social enterprise models and their application for scale through public-private 

collaboration and on the research agenda to foster expansion of the social enterprise 

sector. 

n/a 

 

Nikki Tyler 

Market Access Advisor 

USAID 

Nikki is a Market Access Advisor at USAID’s Center for Accelerating Innovation and Impact. 

In this role, she works on the development and implementation of market-based strategies 

to accelerate the adoption of priority health solutions. Prior to joining USAID, Nikki worked as 

a Program Officer at Results for Development, a consultant at Dalberg Global Development 

Advisors, and a financial and economic consultant at Cornerstone Research. 
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Krishna Udayakumar 

Executive Director 

Innovations in Healthcare 

As Executive Director since its inception in 2011, Krishna leads all aspects of Innovations in 

Healthcare’s work to support the scale and replication of transformative healthcare 

solutions globally. He also leads multiple initiatives at Duke in the rapidly evolving fields of 

health innovation and globalization of healthcare. 

 

Xavier Urtubey  

CEO and Co-Founder 

AccuHealth 

Xavier is CEO of AccuHealth, as well as Vice-Chair of the American Telemedicine Association 

Latin American & Caribbean Chapter (ATALACC). He is a French and Argentinean MD, and a 

graduate from Montpellier’s Medical School (France). He holds an MBA from Di Tella  

Business School (Argentina) and a PhD research in process (PhDc) at Barcelona’s 

Autonomous University (Spain).   

 

Ylse van der Schoot  

Executive Director 

North Star Alliance 

Ylse has many years of experience with program and change management and 

management of multidisciplinary and international teams at head office level (with member 

and board dynamics) and at field office level in Africa 

 

Abelardo Vidaurreta  

Head of Innovation 

salauno 

Abelardo’s role is to guarantee innovation happens through new projects conceptualization 

and strategy planning. He leads the outreach campaigns program in which salauno detects 

different ophthalmologic pathologies through a mobile team. He is in charge of new 

business branches development and supports the government negotiations team. 

 

Ashvini Vyas  

COO  

Operation ASHA 

Ashvini develops operations in new geographic areas as well as actively seeking to address 

gaps within systems. Ashvini’s strength is understanding on the one hand the demands of 

the underserved while on the other being able to balance this with expansive knowledge of 

government processes and methodologies. 

 

Sunil Wadhwani 

Managing Partner 

WISH Foundation 

Sunil co-founded, and was Chairman and CEO of IGATE Corporation until its 2015 sale to 

Cap Gemini. Sunil established The Wadhwani Initiative for Sustainable Healthcare, or WISH 

Foundation, headquartered in New Delhi, to make quality healthcare accessible to the 

underserved population in India and other countries. Sunil has a Masters degree from 

Carnegie-Mellon University.   
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Arnout Wagenaar 

Associate Director 

Abraaj Group 

Arnout is part of the Operations Team within the Abraaj Healthcare Fund, which is 

undertaking a buy & build strategy of hospitals, clinics and diagnostic centers across 

emerging markets. The fund has an impact mandate and is targeting low/middle income 

patients. Arnout also looks at digital health (innovations) within the fund. He previously 

worked for the Chandler Corporation (a Singapore-based family office investing in emerging 

markets), where he was responsible for healthcare investments in Egypt. 

 

n/a 

 

Maia Wagner 

Program Manager 

PYXERA Global 

Maia has significant experience in program design, management, and monitoring and 

evaluation of global pro bono programs. Maia has led several teams in designing and 

implementing participant selection for International Corporate Volunteer programs as well 

as leading participant reintegration workshops after their service experiences in order to 

maximize impact gained both at the company and local level. 

n/a 

 

Avery Waite 

Program Assistant 

USAID 

Avery is the Program Assistant for the Fighting Ebola Grand Challenge. She helps support 

the Fighting Ebola Grand Challenge innovators in forming partnerships, gaining user testing 

in West Africa, and developing strategies that will promote the sustainability of their 

innovations. Prior to joining USAID, Avery studied Public Policy and Global Health and Duke 

University. 

 

Anne Katharine Wales 

Senior Project Manager 

Innovations in Healthcare 

Anne Katharine works directly with innovators on a number of programs designed to provide 

capacity building services, mentorship and connection to growth capital.  She has worked at 

a variety of social enterprise organizations in Washington, DC and North Carolina focused on 

connecting talented people with access to resources. She has an MBA from Wake Forest 

University. 

 

April Warren 

Health Enterprise Fund Manager, SHOPS Plus 

Abt Associates Inc. 

April currently manages the Health Enterprise Fund and leads the program’s approach to 

measuring and understanding impact. She brings over seven years of experience managing 

and evaluating global development programs across Africa, Asia, and Latin America. April 

holds a Masters of Science in Global Health & Population Studies from the Harvard School 

of Public Health. 
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Stefanie Weiland  

Executive Director 

LifeNet International 

Stefanie has extensive development management experience in Eastern Europe, Asia, and 

now Africa, managing the LifeNet Burundi country program for three years and is now 

responsible for all LN international operations and expansion. 

 

Kathleen Weis  

Chief Executive Officer  

Aplastic Anemia & MDS International Foundation  

Kathleen joined as CEO of the Aplastic Anemia & MDS International Foundation in July of 

2015.  Previously, Weis held the position of CEO of the American Red Cross Gold Country 

Region in Sacramento, California. She holds a Masters Degree in Public Service from DePaul 

University. 

 

Lisa Weiss 

Director  

Pfizer 

Lisa is currently Director, Epidemiology, Worldwide Research & Development at Pfizer Inc. As 

a global pharmacoepidemiologist, she is a core member of strategy teams, implementing 

epidemiology studies in support of development initiatives. She serves as the Principal 

Investigator of several key pharmacoepidemiology studies interacting regularly with global 

regulatory agencies. She received both her PhD and MPH in Epidemiology from Columbia 

University. 

 

Lauren Westervelt 

Research Associate 

Innovations in Healthcare 

Lauren supports the Research and Knowledge team at Innovations in Healthcare. Lauren 

also co-founded and serves as Executive Director of a non-profit that aims to improve 

opportunities for girls in Mozambique through improved menstrual hygiene management. 

Lauren holds a MPH from the Gillings School of Global Public Health at the University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

 

J. Kevin White 

Executive Director 

Global Vision 2020 

Global Vision 2020 is working on a device that will bring eyeglasses to the 2.5 billion people 

that need them, but have no access to them. 

 

 

Kaakpema "KP" Yelpaala 

Founder & CEO 

access.mobile, Inc. 

KP is an entrepreneur with a deep understanding of international health systems and over 

15 years of experience working in Africa and emerging markets. KP is a driven and inspiring 

manager who founded access.mobile in 2011 and spearheads the company’s product and 

global market growth. KP has a MPH from the Yale School of Public Health. 
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Alden Zecha 

Partner 

We Scale Impact 

Alden is founding Partner at health industry consulting firm We Scale Impact and is the 

Executive in Residence at Duke University’s Fuqua School of Business. Zecha has more than 

25 years of broad-range executive expertise in operations, strategy and finance, and vast 

experience from work in more than 35 countries. He previously founded Sproxil and served 

as CFO and Strategist, growing it to operations in 7 countries. He received his MSE in 

chemical engineering from Princeton University. 

 

Daniel Zoughbie 

CEO 

Microclinic International 

Daniel is the CEO and founder of Microclinic International (MCI), an organization that has 

pioneered a revolutionary social-network model for the prevention and management of 

major chronic disease epidemics. Under his leadership, MCI established over 1,500 

microclinics around the world, gaining recognition from the American Heart Association, the 

World Diabetes Foundation, the International Diabetes Federation, the US Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, the World Health Organization, the Clinton Global Initiative-

U, and numerous other institutions. 

 

 

 


